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ACTIVITES
All activities will start at 2.45pm if the time is not mentioned below.

Monday 03rd May – Knit and Natter in the conservatory at 11.00am.
Tuesday 4th May – Keep fit with Lorraine in the drawing room at 11.00am.
Tuesday 4th May – Anytime Club will be showing a film in the drawing room.
Wednesday 5th May – Art Afternoon in the dining room with Doreen.
Thursday 6th May – Keep fit with Lorraine in the drawing room at 11.00am.
Thursday 6th May – Anytime Club will be showing a film in the drawing
room.

Monday 10th May – Knit and Natter in the conservatory at 11.00am.
Tuesday 11th May - Keep fit with Lorraine in the drawing room at 11.00am.

Tuesday 11th May - Anytime Club will be showing a film in the drawing
room.

Wednesday 12th May – Violin Recital in the dining room with Jackie in the
dining room.

Thursday 13th May – Keep fit with Lorraine in the drawing room at 11.00am.
Thursday 13th May – Matrons Afternoon Tea will be held in the dining room
at 3.00pm then followed by a Zoom call with families at 5.00pm in the drawing
room.

Monday 17th May - Knit and Natter in the conservatory at 11.00am.
Tuesday 18th May - Keep fit with Lorraine in drawing room at 11.00am.
Tuesday 18th May - Anytime Club will be showing a film in the drawing
room.

Wednesday 19th May – Supper in the Garden, we will be setting up the
gazebos in the garden so that residents can enjoy their evening supper with a glass
of wine in the garden. The evening starts at 5.30pm. (this activity will be weather
dependent).

Thursday 20th May – Keep fit with Lorraine in the drawing room at 11.00am.
Thursday 20th May – Anytime Club will be showing a Film in the drawing
room.

Monday 24th May – Knit and Natter in the conservatory at 11.00am
Tuesday 25th May - Keep fit with Lorraine in the drawing room at 11.00am.
Tuesday 25th May – Anytime Club will be showing a film in the drawing
room.

Wednesday 26th May – Holy Communion will be held in the drawing room
at 11.00am with Rev. Liz Chase.
Wednesday 26th May – We will be having a talk form Shelly Lozano ‘From
Cabaret to Conservation’ in the drawing room. Shelley gives an interesting,
informative, and entertaining talk delivered with passion and a little humour,
along with some ‘funny but true’ stories about her life as a professional variety
entertainer to her work as an author, raising awareness for big cat conservation.
Share her passion as Shelley takes you on a journey from her colourful life in
Cabaret to the rain forests of Borneo and Costa Rica, the South African plains,
and the exotic East, to Thailand and Asia where she has helped various big cat
projects and endangered wildlife.

Thursday 27th May – Games afternoon in the garden. We will be spending
the afternoon in the garden playing quoits etc.., followed by the tea trolley.

Monday 31st May - Knit and Natter in the conservatory at 11.00am
Activities are subject to change at short notice.
Due to the current situation activities this month maybe be cancelled or amended
at very short notice. We will aim to minimise this where possible as we do not
like to do this but sometimes it is necessary to ensure your safety and wellbeing
as our top priority.
Also, numbers will be smaller than normal at each activity to achieve social
distancing. Please see the notice board with any updates.

THIS MONTHS FILMS
Tuesday Films
News of the World
A Civil War veteran agrees to deliver a girl, taken
by the Kiowa people years ago, to her aunt and
uncle, against her will. They travel hundreds of
miles and face grave dangers as they search for a
place that can call home.

It started with Eve
A young man asks a hat check girl to pose as his
fiancée to make his dying father's last moments
happy. However, the old man's health takes a turn
for the better and now his son does not know how
to break the news that he's engaged to someone
else, especially since his father is so taken with the
impostor.

Agatha Christies Crooked House
In Agatha Christie’s most twisted tale, a spy
turned private dectective is lured by his former
lover to catch her grandfather’s murderer before
Scotland Yard exposes dark family secrets.
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For Me and My Gal
Set during WW I, Palmer and Hayden team
up as vaudeville artists. Harry Palmer
deliberately injures his hand to avoid being
drafted to the army. Later, he makes up for
this. WW I patriotism for a WW II audience,
very sentimental, great musical episodes, and
songs.

Thursday Films
Spitfire
Spitfire is an epic, sweeping tale of determination,
vision, and courage. It is the story of an aircraft
that was forged in competition, shaped as the war
clouds gathered, and refined in the white of
combat.
This story is told in the words of the last-surviving
combat veterans, with stunning aerial footage.

The Royal Ballet
Frederick Ashton's La Fille mal gardée (The
Wayward Daughter) is one of the choreographer's
most joyous and colourful creations. Inspired by
his love for the Suffolk countryside, the ballet is
set on a farm and tells a story of love between
Lise, the daughter of Widow Simone, and Colas,
a young farmer.

GARDENING NEWS
May is now with us and this month usually marks the last of the frosty mornings.
This is the best time of the year, every time you come out into the garden there is
a new plant that has burst forth in flower or has poked its head through the soil, a
sign of new life. It is so lovely when they catch the eye as you wonder around the
garden to see what is new today.
The bare branches of our trees are slower disappearing either with blossom or the
bright green of small new leaves. The birds are busy in the under growth looking
for bugs and worms to feed their young and the pond provides them with a drink
and a refreshing wash, and a good place to watch the wildlife.
As we look around the garden everything is coming alive again and with the sun
shining it truly is the best place to be.

Over the last month Terry and I have been pottering through the borders weeding
and edging, due to our heavy mulching earlier in the year the weeds are few and
far between, the Iris bed is the tricky one to weed as they like to grow in and
around the rizomes but I do have a tool called a Hori Hori, it’s a Japanese trowel
and its perfect for long rooted weeds in tight spaces. We have also started to plan
for the summer pots at the end of the month, we have some different plants this
year, soon all will be revealed.
Over the next month we will be watering all our new planted pots and hanging
baskets. We are busy weeding and putting up plant supports. May is also the
month where garden pests are busy especially on the roses, I do not like to use
chemicals so with the help of the lady birds and a good blast with the hose pipe
our roses will not get attacked too much and will soon be in full bloom.
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NEWS FROM BATH
The fascination of Tulips

Tuesday the 13th of April will be my first visit to The
Dower House in over a year. I am very excited, as I have
missed all of you so much.
As you can imagine there will be a lot to catch up on. I
hope to come regularly now on, and I look forward to
speaking to you all again.
I am looking forward to Ben and I doing the gardening
club and tea again with all of you, in the drawing room
as we used to do. Of course, I will have to be ruled by
the Covid restrictions!
Ben and I will be touring the garden early in the morning, reviewing our plans for
the summer bedding and pot displays. In the afternoon I hope to do a very indepth tour of the garden with Ben and appreciate all the hard work he and Terry
have put in, in my absence.
The bulb companies continue to add new varieties of
tulips each year to their repertoire. Which, where
practical, we endeavour to include in our planting. I
sometimes try them out in my own garden for their
hardiness, before planting on a larger scale at The
Dower House.
Tulips flower from March – May, we have to consider
their flowering time. So subject to the weather, ours
should flower in April. Although a colder spring this
year has delayed everything by a week or two.

When purchasing tulips, one may be tempted to choose the May flowering
varieties. However, we have to consider summer bedding plants and the small
window of time to get them planted. As you will see, we underplant our tulips
with violas, the white ones this year seem to have done better than the blue,
sometimes it can be the reverse.
Once our tulips are over, we cut out the flower, and leave the foliage to grow with
the violas, not only does this allow the violas to flower with more sun, but it gives
the tulips foliage more time to die back naturally, feeding energy back into the
bulb for next year.
Our favourite tulip in our garden this year, is tulip spring green. Growing in a
pot at the front door, this early-flowering tulip has survived snow and frost, and
considerate gusts of wind at my front door. A hardy tulip, in a soft butter-cream
shade, with a tinge of lime and yellow stripes.
I am so glad that the visiting levels have increased, I hope that where you are able
to, you are enjoying the visits.
With best wishes for everyone, to be able to enjoy a good summer.

Best wishes
Mrs J A Lywood
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EDITORS NEWS
Lunar Eclipse
There will be a Luna Eclipse or Blood Moon this
month on Wednesday 26th May 2021 and I thought it
would be interesting to find out some more details:
A total lunar eclipse takes place when the earth comes between the sun and the
moon and covers the moon with its shadow. When this happens, the moon can
turn red, earning it the nickname of Blood Moon.
Sun, Earth and Moon Aligned
When the sun, earth, and moon come together in a straight line, a total lunar
eclipse takes place. When the three bodies aligned in a way that the moon is
covered by the earth’s umbra, a partial lunar eclipse is the result. On the other
hand, if only the outer part of earth’s shadow covers the moon, a penumbral lunar
eclipse takes place.
Earth’s umbra extends into space far beyond the orbit of the moon. This means
that earth’s antumbra plays no role in lunar eclipses.
When sunlight passes through the Earth's atmosphere, it gets refracted towards
the Earth's surface, and part of it—the colours with shorter wavelengths—
gets scattered and filtered out, while the rest, colours with longer wavelengths
like orange and red, passes through the atmosphere. This light is once again
refracted towards the surface of the fully eclipsed Moon, thus illuminating it in a
reddish-orange glow. Because of this, a total lunar eclipse is sometimes
colloquially called a Blood Moon.
Almost everyone on the night side of Earth can see a total eclipse of the Moon.
Because of this, most people have higher chances of seeing a total lunar eclipse
than a total solar eclipse, even though both occur at similar intervals.

Dandelion
By Nicolette Lennert
Dandelion fluff
Floats on the breeze
Tickles my nose
And makes me sneeze
Some see a wish
Some seed a weed
Some see a medicine
For those in need

General Manager
Michaela Hillan
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MAY QUIZ
1. In which country would you be if you were visiting the Taj Mahal?
2. In which Scandinavian country would you find fjords?
3. Which country’s name could be part of Christmas?
4. Which stretch of water separates Anglesey and Wales?
5. Which 'D' is a northern England town on the banks of the River Skerne?
6. Which is taller: The Eiffel Tower or Blackpool Tower?
7. Baku is the capital city of which eastern European country?
8. Which river rises in the Himalayas in India and drains into the Bay of
Bengal?
9. In which country is the world’s highest waterfall?
10. What is the oldest recorded town in the UK?
11. In which European city would you find the Spanish Steps?
12. Which city would you visit to see Gaudi's fantastical architecture?
13. Machu Picchu can be found in which country?
14. Which luxury liner made her final voyage to Long Beach, California, when
she was made into a civic centre?
15. The Sahara Desert extends into how many countries 5, 10 or 13?
16. On which river would you find the Ile de la Cite and the Ile Saint-Louis?
17. In which English county might you find the towns Darwen and Nelson?
18. Which lake holds by far the largest volume of water in the UK?

ANSWERS
1. India
2. Norway
3. Turkey
4. Menai Strait
5. Darlington
6. Eiffel Tower
7. Azerbaijan
8. Ganges
9. Angels Falls – Venezuela
10. Colchester
11. Rome
12. Barcelona
13. Peru
14. The Queen Mary
15. Ten
16. The Seine
17. Lancashire
18. Loch Ness
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